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Re: Motion to extend judgment

From Jerry Kettles <Jerry.Kettles@tn.gov>
Date Thu 9/10/2026 2:28 PM
To Walker, Henry <hwalker@bradley.com>
Cc William Novak <halnovak@whnconsulting.com>; Jim Savage <james.savage@berryschapel.com>

Thanks, Henry!
Jerry

From: Walker, Henry <HWALKER@bradley.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2026 2:25 PM
To: Jerry Kettles <Jerry.Kettles@tn.gov>
Cc: William Novak <halnovak@whnconsulting.com>; Jim Savage <james.savage@berryschapel.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Motion to extend judgment

This Message Is From an External Sender
This message came from outside your organization.
Please exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown senders or unexpected email - STS-
Security

Jerry, here is the motion to extend judgment. ( Not my  legal specialty but it’s
my understanding that such  motions are routinely requested and  granted.)
 We are working on gathering  the other information,
Henry

.

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail is from a law firm and may be protected by the attorney-client or work product privileges. If you have received this
message in error, please notify the sender by replying to this e-mail and then delete it from your computer.
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Outlook

Re: TPUC Docket 26-00039 - Berry's Chapel Rate Case - Information Request

From Jerry Kettles <Jerry.Kettles@tn.gov>
Date Wed 9/23/2026 8:53 AM
To Walker, Henry <HWALKER@bradley.com>
Cc William Novak <halnovak@whnconsulting.com>; james.savage@berryschapel.com

<james.savage@berryschapel.com>

Thank you, Henry!
Jerry

From: Walker, Henry <HWALKER@bradley.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2026 7:42 PM
To: Jerry Kettles <Jerry.Kettles@tn.gov>
Cc: William Novak <halnovak@whnconsulting.com>; james.savage@berryschapel.com
<james.savage@berryschapel.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: TPUC Docket 26-00039 - Berry's Chapel Rate Case - Information Request

This Message Is From an External Sender
This message came from outside your organization.
Please exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from unknown senders or unexpected email - STS-
Security

 Dear Jerry,

      You have asked for a narrative description of the origin and impact of the court judgment
against Berry’s Chapel dated May 14,  2014. The utility’s records of these events are
incomplete, and I am relying primarily on my memory and the memories of members of the
board of the utility.

     The judgment arose as a result of a loan and a line of credit, totaling about $1.45 million, that
the utility took from a local bank during the time when the utility was controlled by the Ring
family.   No payments were ever made. The bank which held the loan became insolvent. The
Rings then formed a company which purchased the debt from the bank’s receiver.  In other
words, the Rings became the owners of the loan and the utility’s creditors.  By then, the Rings
had lost control of Berry’s Chapel which had become a nonprofit, member-owned utility that is
owned and controlled by its customers. The Rings called the loan and Berry’s Chapel was
unable (and unwilling)  to pay it. The Rings then filed suit in Williamson County Chancery Court
to turn the loan into a court judgment. I appeared in court on behalf of Berry’s Chapel and
argued that the validity of the loan  was a rate-making issue and that the court should defer to
the Commission as to whether the debt was valid.  Through the Consumer Advocate Division,
the Attorney General’s office also participated in the case and asked that the court defer to the
Commission.   
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  The board members of Berry’s Chapel  have  examined the books of the utility but have been
unable to determine how the proceeds of the loan were used. In other words,  the utility has no
evidence that the proceeds were---or were not---properly spent on utility expenses. The
Chancellor, in the absence of any evidence to the contrary,  issued a judgment ordering the
utility to pay the loan with interest. That judgment has remained on the utility’s books since that
time. The utility has attempted to resolve the matter through negotiations, but those negotiations
have not been successful. The board has informed me that should the creditors   try to enforce
the judgment, the utility would declare bankruptcy and let the bankruptcy court decide whether
the debt is valid and whether Mr.Tyler Ring could retake ownership  of the utility. Any change of
ownership  would also require Commission approval.      

 I hope this is helpful. Please let me know if you have any further questions. 

 Henry Walker

Henry M. Walker
Partner | Bradley
hwalker@bradley.com
d: 615.252.2363

From: Jerry Kettles <Jerry.Kettles@tn.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2026 10:36 AM
To: Walker, Henry <HWALKER@bradley.com>
Subject: TPUC Docket 26-00039 - Berry's Chapel Rate Case - Information Request

Henry,

I am working on the cost-of-capital portion of the Berry's Chapel rate case and need some information. 
Please send me (1) the Plaintiff's Motion To Extend Judgment For An Additional Ten Years that is linked
in tab Debt-6 of the Confidential Attachment Workpapers that was filed with the Petition.  I cannot extract
the PDF from the link in tab Debt-6, and (2) a narrative discussing the events that led to the May 14,
2014, Judgment against Berry's Chapel. The record would benefit from including information on how
Lynwood's indebtedness affected Berry's Chapel.  I just realized that we have been working on
Lynwood/BCUI issues for about 20-years.  I'll place your response in the docket file.

Thanks as always,
Jerry

Jerry Kettles | Senior Policy Advisor
Tennessee Public Utility Commission
Andrew Jackson Building, 4th Floor
502 Deaderick St., Nashville, TN 37243
p: 615.770.6894 e:  jerry.kettles@tn.gov
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message in error, please notify the sender by replying to this e-mail and then delete it from your computer.
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