
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP 
511 Union Street, Suite 2700 615.244.6380 main 
P.O. Box 198966 615.244.6804 fax 
Nashville, TN 37219-8966 wallerlaw.com 

Paul S. Davidson 

615.850.8942   direct 

paul.davidson@wallerlaw.com 

December 14, 2022 

Via Electronic Filing & U.S. Mail 

Chairman Herbert H. Hilliard 
c/o Ectory Lawless 
Tennessee Public Utility Commission 
502 Deaderick Street, Fourth Floor 
Nashville, Tennessee 37243 

Re: Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc. 
Petition for Approval of Negotiated Franchise Agreement with 
Hartsville/Trousdale County, Tennessee Pursuant to Tennessee Code 
Annotated § 65-4-107 
Docket No.: 22-_____ 

Dear Chairman Hilliard: 

Enclosed please find the Petition of Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc. for Approval of 
Negotiated Franchise Agreement with Hartsville/Trousdale County, Tennessee Pursuant to 
Tennessee Code Annotated § 65-4-107, along with its Exhibit A, and the Testimony of Eddie 
Davidson.  Also enclosed is a check for the filing fee in the amount of $25.00. 

This material is also being filed today by way of email to the Tennessee Public Utility 
Commission docket manager, Ectory Lawless. Please file the original and provide us a “filed” 
stamped copy of each by email to my assistant, at denise.guye@wallerlaw.com.  

Very truly yours, 

Paul S. Davidson 
PSD:cdg 
Enclosures 

cc: David Foster 
 Michelle Mairs 

Bruce Barkley 
 Pia Powers 
 James Jeffries 

Electronically Filed in TPUC Docket Room on 
December 14, 2022 at 11:20 a.m. 
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BEFORE THE TENNESSEE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

IN RE: 

PETITION OF PIEDMONT NATURAL 
GAS COMPANY, INC. FOR APPROVAL 
OF NEGOTIATED FRANCHISE 
AGREEMENT WITH 
HARTSVILLE/TROUSDALE COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE PURSUANT TO 
TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED § 65-4-
107 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Docket No. 22- 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

PETITION OF PIEDMONT NATURAL GAS COMPANY, INC. FOR APPROVAL OF 
NEGOTIATED FRANCHISE AGREEMENT WITH HARTSVILLE/TROUSDALE COUNTY, 

TENNESSEE PURSUANT TO TENNESSEE CODE ANNOTATED § 65-4-107 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc. (“Piedmont” or the “Company”), through counsel and 

pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated § 65-4-107, hereby requests approval by the Tennessee Public 

Utility Commission (“Commission”) of a negotiated franchise agreement between Piedmont and the 

County of Hartsville/Trousdale, Tennessee (“Hartsville/Trousdale” or the “County”).  In support of its 

Petition, Piedmont respectfully shows unto the Commission as follows:  

1. Piedmont is incorporated under the laws of the state of North Carolina and is engaged in

the business of transporting, distributing and selling natural gas in the states of Tennessee, North Carolina 

and South Carolina.   

2. Piedmont’s natural gas distribution business in Tennessee is subject to regulation and

supervision by the Commission pursuant to Chapter 4 of Title 65 of the Tennessee Code Annotated. 

3. Piedmont has its principal offices in Tennessee at 83 Century Boulevard, Nashville,

Tennessee, and is engaged in the business of furnishing natural gas to customers located in Nashville and 

the remainder of Davidson County as well as portions of the counties of Cheatham, Dickson, Robertson, 

Rutherford, Sumner, Trousdale, Williamson, and Wilson and in certain incorporated towns and cities 

located therein. 
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4. Piedmont is currently providing natural gas service within the County of 

Hartsville/Trousdale pursuant to a thirty (30) year franchise agreement between the Company and the 

City of Hartsville (“Original Franchise”).  The Original Franchise was approved by the City and accepted 

by Piedmont on March 5, 1990.  Subsequent to the execution of the Original Franchise, the City of 

Hartsville and Trousdale County elected to form a Metropolitan Government.   

5. Piedmont’s Original Franchise and the authorizations contained therein expired in 

accordance with their terms on March 5, 2020. 

6. Prior to the expiration of the Original Franchise, and in the ordinary course of the 

Company’s business, Piedmont began negotiations with the County for renewal of its franchise authority. 

7. Negotiations ultimately resulted in a franchise agreement acceptable to both the 

Company and the County.  The franchise agreement was then incorporated into County Ordinance 251-

2022-21 and presented to the County’s Board of Commissioners for approval.  Ordinance 251-2022-21, a 

copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference, was subsequently 

approved by the County’s Board of Commissioners on its second reading on August 29, 2022, and signed 

by the Mayor of the County.  

8. Consistent with the procedures established by the County, the Company subsequently 

executed its written acceptance of Ordinance 251-2022-21, as reflected on page 3 of Exhibit A. 

9. Pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated § 65-4-107, the new franchise agreement between 

Piedmont and the County must be approved by the Commission in order to be valid.  Such approval is 

proper where, as here, the franchise is necessary and proper for the public convenience and properly 

conserves the public interest. 

10. In this case, Piedmont submits that the new franchise agreement contained in Ordinance 

251-2022-21 is necessary and proper for the public convenience and properly conserves the public 

interest on the following grounds: 
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a. The new franchise agreement establishes a twenty-five (25) year arrangement, 

effective March 5, 2020, which secures the provision of natural gas service to citizens, businesses 

and governmental institutions within the County. 

b. The new franchise agreement ensures the continued and uninterrupted provision 

of high-quality natural gas service by an established provider of such service to existing 

customers, as well as the availability of such service to new customers within the County. 

c. The new franchise agreement establishes adequate and proper mechanisms for 

access to public rights-of-way, new and existing customers, and existing service lines, 

transmission and distribution facilities and thereby ensures the protection of the property and 

citizenry of the County; and 

d. Piedmont shall pay franchise fees to the County in the amount of up to, but not 

more than five percent (5%) of the annual gross revenues collected from all customers who are 

located and provided service by the Company within the geographical areas of the County if, 

during the term of the franchise, the County passes a resolution that calls for the payment of such 

franchise fee. 

 11. Piedmont hereby advises the Commission that pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated § 

65-4-105(e), Piedmont has in the past and intends in the future, insofar as practicable, to bill its customers 

subject to the franchise agreement on a pro rata basis for any “franchise payment or other payment for the 

use of public streets, alleys or other public places or any license, privilege, occupation or excise tax 

payment.”  

 12. Piedmont recognizes and apologizes for the delay in filing this Petition and notes that it 

has continued to provide service to the County under the Original Franchise in the interim, as authorized 

by Tennessee Code Annotated § 65-4-107(b). 

WHEREFORE, Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc., respectfully requests that the Commission 

approve the negotiated franchise agreement incorporated into Ordinance 251-2022-21 attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. 
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Respectfully submitted this 14th day of December, 2022. 

 
 

Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc. 
 
 
By: /s/ Paul S. Davidson     
 Paul S. Davidson 
 Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP 
 511 Union Street, Suite 2700 
 P.O. Box 19896    
 Nashville, Tennessee 37219 
 Telephone: 615-244-6380 
 Paul.Davidson@wallerlaw.com 
 














