
BEFORE THE TENNESSEE REGULATORY AUTHORITY 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

IN RE: )
)

PETITION OF ATMOS ENERGY ) 
CORPORATION FOR APPROVAL  ) 
OF NEGOTIATED FRANCHISE  ) Docket No. 17-__________ 
AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF ) 
MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE ) 

PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF FRANCHISE 
AGREEMENT WITH CITY OF MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE 

Pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated § 65-4-107, Atmos Energy Corporation (“Atmos 

Energy” or “Company”) respectfully requests that the Tennessee Regulatory Authority 

(“Authority”) approve a negotiated franchise agreement between Atmos Energy and the City of 

Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 

In support of this Petition, Atmos Energy respectfully submits the following: 

1. Full name and address of the principal place of business of the company are:

Atmos Energy Corporation
5430 LBJ Freeway S 1800
Dallas, TX  75240

2. All correspondence and communications with respect to this Petition should be

sent to the following: 

Mark A. Martin 
Vice President, Rates & Regulatory Affairs 
KY/Mid-States Division 
Atmos Energy Corporation 
3275 Highland Pointe Dr. 
Owensboro, KY  42303 
(270) 685-8052 – Facsimile 
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A. Scott Ross, Esq. 
Neal & Harwell, PLC 
1201 Demonbreun Street, Suite 1000 
Nashville, TN  37203 
(615) 726-0573 – Facsimile 
 
Douglas C. Walther, Esq. 
Associate General Counsel 
Atmos Energy Corporation 
P. O. Box 650205 
Dallas, TX  75265-0205 
(972) 855-3080 – Facsimile 
 

 3.  Atmos Energy serves approximately 132,000 residential, commercial, and 

industrial customers in Tennessee.  Among the areas served is the City of Murfreesboro, 

Rutherford County, Tennessee.   

 4.  Atmos Energy currently provides natural gas service to the City of Murfreesboro 

pursuant to a franchise agreement incorporated into City Ordinance No. 00-O-04, dated June 8, 

2000.   

 5.  That franchise agreement will expire by its terms on June 8, 2017. 

 6.  In anticipation of the expiration of the existing franchise agreement, the Company 

began negotiations with the City of Murfreesboro for renewal of the franchise authority in the 

summer of 2016.  These negotiations recently concluded and a new franchise agreement was 

submitted for first reading and incorporated as Ordinance No. 16-O-68.  The Ordinance passed 

first reading on January 5, 2017. 

 7.  The Ordinance incorporating the new franchise agreement passed second and 

final reading by the City Council of Murfreesboro on January 12, 2017.  A true and correct copy 

of this franchise agreement incorporated as an Ordinance is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.  In 
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accordance with the terms of the Ordinance, specifically Section 4(B), the new franchise 

agreement will become effective upon final approval by the City Council of the City of 

Murfreesboro, acceptance by Atmos Energy, and final approval by the Tennessee Regulatory 

Authority.   

 8.  The new franchise agreement with the City of Murfreesboro is necessary and 

proper for the public convenience and properly conserves the public interest.  Pursuant to 

Tennessee Code Annotated § 65-4-105(e), the franchise fee will, insofar as practicable, be billed 

pro rata to the utility customers receiving service within the municipality. 

 WHEREFORE, Atmos Energy respectfully requests that the Authority approve the new 

franchise agreement with the City of Murfreesboro attached hereto as Exhibit 1 pursuant to 

Tennessee Code Annotated § 65-4-107.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
NEAL & HARWELL, PLC 

By:   
 A. Scott Ross, #15634 
 Blind Akrawi, #23213 
1201 Demonbreun Street, Ste. 1000 
Nashville, TN  37203 
(615) 244-1713 – Telephone 
(615) 726-0573 – Facsimile 
sross@nealharwell.com 
 
Counsel for Atmos Energy Corporation 
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EXHIBIT 1 
 

TO PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
WITH CITY OF MURFREESBORO, TENNESSEE 
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