TENNESSEE REGULATORY AUTHORITY

460 James Robertson Parkway
Nashville, Tennessee 37243-0505

August 30, 2012

MEMORANDUM

To: Docket File 12-00051

From: Paul Greene, Utility Consultant, Utilities Division%

Subject: Docket No. 12-00051 - Petition of Kingsport Power Company d/b/a AEP

Appalachian Power to Implement a Storm Damage Rider Tariff for Recovery of
Storm Costs.

Per Staff’s verbal request, the attached information (provided to Staff during our review) is to be
officially filed in Docket 12-00051 as a filing by AEP re: AEP Vegetation Management Plan.

Telephone (615) 741-2904, Toll-Free 1-800-342-8359, Facsimile (615) 741-5015
www.tn.gov/tra
www facebook.com/tntra
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| through the Internet at www.aepcustomer.com.

Line Clearance
AEP is concerned about trees that threaten the safe
and reliable delivery of your electric service. Thatis
why we have a comprehensive program to manage
trees and brush. Our experience and knowledge of line
clearance requirements and growth patterns of tree
species allows us to better spot hazards, as well as
potential problems. .
Before tree crews even enter an area, an AEP
forester will tour the community to determine the work
to be done. He or she looks for trees growing directly
under power lines, overhanging branches and limbs,
hazardous trees, or those trees that have the potential
to contact power lines in the near future. Overall, itis
AEP’s objective to remove obstructions to provide at
least 10 feet of clearance from the line.

Customers should never attempt to trim or remove tree
limbs near or adjacent to power lines. If you are con-
cerned about a tree that may be in contact with a power
line, contact AEP either hy phone (see back panel) or
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Tnimming and Remaoval
As stated earlier, AEP follows trimming standards
set by the International Society of Arboriculture,
American National Standards Institute and the Tree
Care Industry Associaticn. This means that we utilize
practices that protect tree health while directing
future growth away from the power lines. Trees near
the power lines that cannot be trimmed according to
these guidelines should be considered for removal.
In addition, brush may be managed through
a number of means...it may be mowed, hand cut or
treated with US EPA registered herbicides.

This illustration shows how AEP certified technicians
prune limbs. ﬁwﬁwfcwt(A)i;made
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Satety is o Priority

Any tree, even a strong healthy one, in close proximity
to a power line can present a safety hazard. AEP will
take immediate action to remove the tree if it identi-
fies a “climbable” tree toa close to a power line. In
addition, other circumstances may require a tree to

be removed. In those cases, AEP will work with the
property owner and/or the local community prior to the
tree's removal.

A power line taken down by a tree branch, or
through other means, poses a serious safety hazard.
Itis impossible to tell by looking at a downed wire if
it is energized, and therefore dangerous. Keep in mind
that there are circumstances under which cable
television and telephone lines can become energized
if an electrical line comes into contact with these
lines. If you ever see a downed line, consider it to
be an electric line and energized. Stay away from it
and call AEP.

Heiping ldentify Lines on a Pole

For many customers, it is difficult to determine or
identify what lines on a pole are electric lines and
what are cable television and telephone lines.

As a general reference, power lines normally are

the highest lines located on a pole. The following
illustration helps identify the different facilities located
on a utility pale.




Plannmnig Guide

Choosing the right place for the right tree is an
important decision. By taking the time to plan before
you plant, you'li be rewarded with some beautiful
results and avoid problems in the future.

When you plant new trees, AEP suggests looking
above, below and around the intended area. Today’s
sapling can be tomorrow's problem, causing an
electrical outage or accident. Avoid buying the fastest-
growing or the cheapest tree you can find. it may be
a costly mistake you'll pay for later. Fast-growers are
traditionally weak-wooded trees that can be damaged
easily during storms. These trees are hazardous if
located adjacent to dwellings or power lines and will
require repeated pruning.

In general, AEP recommends only shrubs be
planted under power lines. Small variety trees need
to be planted at least 15 feet away from power lines,
medium variety trees at Ieast 30 feet away and large
variety trees at least 40 feet away from power lines.

For underground transformers {those green or
gray metal boxes in back or front yards), AEP asks that
vegetation be planted at least 10 feet from the side of
the box with the locked door and at least 3 feet away
from all remaining sides of the transformer.
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