
TENNESSEE WASTEWATER SYSTEMS, INC. 
AN ADENUS UTILITY 

 
 
 
October 26, 2010 
 
 
 
Honorable Mary Freeman 
Chairman 
Tennessee Regulatory Authority 
460 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243-0505 
 
RE:  Petition to amend Certificate of Convenience and Necessity 
 
 
Dear Chairman Freeman: 
 
Tennessee Wastewater Systems, Inc. desires to expand its service area to include a portion of 
Rutherford County in Tennessee, known as University Town Center. The attached Petition is 
in support of our request.  The proposed updated tariff sheets accompanying this petition are 
for informational purposes only. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Matt Pickney, Operations Manager 
Tennessee Wastewater Systems, Inc. 
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BEFORE THE TENNESSEE REGULATORY AUTHORITY 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

_________________, 2010 
 

IN RE:  PETITION OF TENNESSEE WASTEWATER SYSTEMS, 
INC. TO AMEND ITS CERTIFICATE OF 
CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

 

DOCKET No. 10-00________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Petition of Tennessee Wastewater Systems, Inc.  
To amend its Certificate of Convenience and Necessity 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Tennessee Wastewater Systems, Inc. (“TWSI”) petitions the Tennessee 

Regulatory Authority (“TRA”) to amend TWSI’s Certificate of Convenience and 
Necessity to expand its service area to include a portion of Rutherford County known as 
University Town Center. The project is located off John Bragg Hwy in Rutherford 
County.  The property includes Parcels 40.02, 60, 60.02, 5, 36, (Map 112, 13.01) and is 
outlined in green on the enclosed Tax Map 103 (see attached “Exhibit A”).  This parcel 
encompasses approximately 320 acres. 

We are proposing to provide wastewater service to residential and multi-family 
housing on the parcels.  The wastewater system & TDEC Permit has not been completed 
until further detailed plans of the development has been determined. 

Enclosed is a letter from Richard Rhea, developer of University Town Center, 
requesting TWSI to provide sewer service to these parcels.  Also enclosed are letters sent 
to the city of Murfreesboro and Consolidated Utility District (CUD) requesting service.  
Attached are letters from CUD and Mr. Joe Kirchner, city of Murfreesboro that will not 
formally commit to Mr. Rhea to provide service. 
 Mr. Rhea is looking for a commitment from a utility to provide sewer to his 
development.  If the city of Murfreesboro and/or CUD is unable or unwilling to provide 
service, then TWSI willing and able to do so. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Matt Pickney 
Tennessee Wastewater Systems, Inc. 
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UNIVERSITY TOWN CENTER 13 
PRE-FILED DIRECT TESTIMONY OF MATT PICKNEY 14 

 15 
 16 
Q.        State your name for the record and your position with the Petitioner, Tennessee              17 

Wastewater Systems, Inc. 18 
 19 

A.   Matt Pickney.  I am the Operations Manager of Tennessee Wastewater Systems, 20 
Inc. 21 
 22 

Q. What is the business of Tennessee Wastewater Systems, Inc. (the Company)? 23 
 24 
A. Providing affordable wastewater service in communities where it is presently 25 

unavailable. 26 
 27 
Q.       When did the Company receive its first certificate from the Authority to operate a      28 

sewer system in Tennessee? 29 
 30 

A. April 4, 1994.   31 
   32 
Q. How many certificates has the Company received from the Authority to provide  33 
 sewer service across the State of Tennessee? 34 
 35 
A. Over 100. 36 
 37 
Q. Will Tennessee Wastewater Systems comply with all applicable Tennessee  38 
 Regulatory rules and regulations? 39 
 40 
A. Tennessee Wastewater Systems will comply with all applicable Tennessee 41 

Regulatory Authority rules and regulations. 42 
 43 
Q. Does the Company have the management, technical and financial ability to  44 

provide wastewater service in the area in Rutherford County sought in this 45 
Petition?  46 





CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

     The undersigned hereby certifies that the above and foregoing Pre-Filed Direct 
Testimony of Matt Pickney has been served upon the Tennessee Regulatory Authority, 
460 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, TN 37243-0505 on this 26th day of October 
2010 and delivered by hand. 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
                                                                                                     MATT PICKNEY 
 



University Town Center 
Projected Development Build-Out 

 
 

Total # of customers 
 

 Residential Multi-Unit Family Commercial 
2011     - 50  customers 250 customers 5 customers 
2012     - 75  customers 500 customers 10 customers 
2013     - 75  customers 500 customers 25 customers 

    
    

 
The expected buildout when the subdivision is completed is 25 commercial, 75 
residential, and 500 multi-unit family customers. 

 
 
 
 

Estimated System Costs and Revenues for Five Years 
 

  2011  2012 2013 2014 2015 
Cost  $172,020  $329,940 $338,400 $338,400 $338,400 
Revenue  $183,000  $351,000 $360,000 $360,000 $360,000     

     
     

 



Tennessee Wastewater Systems, Inc.  T.R.A. No. 1
Section 4

Sixth Revised Page 1
WASTEWATER UTILITY SERVICE 

 

 
SECTION 4 – RESIDENTIAL RATES SHEET 

 
           Total  Escrow** 
RATE CLASS 1    
Fixed Film Treatment, Drip Dispersal, Bonding Rate #1    $44.53  $10.13  (I) 
 
RATE CLASS 2 
Fixed Film Treatment, Drip Dispersal, Franchise Rate #1, Bonding Rate #1  $45.85  $10.13  (I) 
 
RATE CLASS 3 
Fixed Film Treatment, Drip Dispersal, Bonding Rate #3    $54.66  $10.13  (I) 
 
RATE CLASS 4 
Fixed Film Treatment, Drip Dispersal, Bonding Rate #4    $51.99  $10.13  (I) 
 
RATE CLASS 5 
Deep Cell Pond Treatment, Drip Dispersal, Bonding Rate #1    $39.52  $8.43  (I) 
  
RATE CLASS 6 
Deep Cell Pond Treatment, Drip Dispersal, Bonding Rate #1, Franchise Rate #2  $40.69  $8.43  (I) 

 
RATE CLASS 7 
Deep Cell Pond Treatment, Point Discharge Dispersal, Bonding Rate #1  $39.52  $8.43  (I) 
 
RATE CLASS 8 
Deep Cell Pond Treatment, Drip Dispersal, Bonding Rate #4    $46.98  $8.43  (I) 
 
RATE CLASS 9 
Standard base Collection, Pass-through treatment costs    $24.32  $6.35   
                      + Treatment Costs 
RATE CLASS 10 
DCP Treatment, Drip Dispersal, Loan Costs, Lease Costs, Bonding Rate #1  $55.36* $8.43   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Applies to Southridge once the new treatment facility is placed in service 
**Escrow amount is included in the Total 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Issued:  May 19, 2009  Effective:  May 19, 2009 
Issued By: Charles Pickney, Jr. 

Vice-President 
 



Tennessee Wastewater Systems, Inc.  T.R.A. No. 1
Section 6

Third Revised Page 1
WASTEWATER UTILITY SERVICE 

 

 
                          SECTION 6 – COMMERCIAL RATES SHEET                      
 

without food service 
 
The monthly sewer charge per customer is based on the design daily flow expected from the type of 
establishment being served.  A minimum of $102.15 per month will be charged for up to the first  (I) 
300 gallons per day of design flow expected.  For each additional 100 gallons per day of design flow 
expected, up to a total of 1,000 gallons per day, an additional charge of $20.45 per month per 100 (I) 
gallons will be levied.  For design flows expected over 1,000 gallons per day, the monthly rate will 
be $157.95 per 1,000 gallons of daily flow.                    (I) 
 
 COMMERCIAL W/O FOOD**                                  ESCROW*** 

Tier 1 (0-300GPD)                          $102.53   (I)                     $21.75                                         (C) 
Tier 2.1 (301-400GPD)                   $122.98   (I)                     $26.17                                         (C) 
Tier 2.2 (401-500GPD)                   $143.43   (I)                     $30.59                                         (C) 
Tier 2.3 (501-600GPD)                   $163.88   (I)                     $35.01                                         (C) 
Tier 2.4 (601-700GPD)                   $184.33   (I)                     $39.43                                         (C) 
Tier 2.5 (701-800GPD)                   $204.78   (I)                     $43.85                                         (C) 
Tier 2.6 (801-900GPD)                   $225.23   (I)                     $48.26                                         (C) 
Tier 2.7 (901-1,000GPD)                $245.68   (I)                     $52.68                                         (C) 
Tier 3.1 (1,001-2,000GPD)             $403.63   (I)                     $86.82                                         (C) 
Tier 3.2 (2,001-3,000GPD)             $561.58   (I)                     $120.92                                       (C) 
Tier 3.3 (3,001-4,000GPD)             $719.53   (I)                     $155.02                                       (C) 
Each additional tier                       +$157.95   (I)                   +$34.10                                        (C) 

 
Additional surcharges will apply when customers exceed their expected design flows. 
For any month that a customer’s water meter reading exceeds the expected design flow, the 
following surcharges will apply: 
 
  Excess water usage     Surcharge 
1 gallon to 1,000 gallons above expected design flow     $175.00 
1,001 gallons to 2,000 gallons above expected design flow                $200.00 
Over 2,000 gallons above expected design flow            $200.00/1000 gallons 
 
If the water meter readings exceed the design flow for any three consecutive months, the monthly 
charge will be revised to reflect the increased usage and any capital costs associated with increasing 
the capacity of the system will be paid by the customer. 
                                                      
                                                                                                            (D) 
Fees: Nonpayment – 5%  Reconnection - $50  (I) City of Coopertown  
 Disconnection - $40 (I) Returned Check - $25  (I) Franchise Fees:  3%  
 
**Bonding Amount of .38 is included in the Total (T) ***Escrow amount is included in the Total             (N) 
Issued:  May 19, 2009  Effective:  May 19, 2009 
Issued By: Charles Pickney, Jr. 

Vice-President 
 



Tennessee Wastewater Systems, Inc.  T.R.A. No. 1
Section 6

Third Revised Page 2
WASTEWATER UTILITY SERVICE 

 

 
                                        COMMERCIAL RATES SHEET                    

 
with food service 

 
The monthly sewer charge per customer is based on the design daily flow expected from the type of 
establishment being served.  A minimum of $136.15 per month will be charged for up to the first  (I) 
300 gallons per day of design flow expected.  For each additional 100 gallons per day of design flow 
expected, up to a total of 1,000 gallons per day, an additional charge of $24.50 per month per 100 (I) 
gallons will be levied. For design flows expected over 1,000 gallons per day, the monthly rate will 
be $193.35 per 1,000 gallons of daily flow.         (I) 
 
 COMMERCIAL W/ FOOD**                                   ESCROW***         

Tier 1 (0-300GPD)                          $136.53   (I)                   $29.00                                             (C)   
Tier 2.1 (301-400GPD)                   $161.03   (I)                   $34.22                                             (C) 
Tier 2.2 (401-500GPD)                   $185.53   (I)                   $39.44                                             (C) 
Tier 2.3 (501-600GPD)                   $210.03   (I)                   $44.66                                             (C) 
Tier 2.4 (601-700GPD)                   $234.53   (I)                   $49.88                                             (C) 
Tier 2.5 (701-800GPD)                   $259.03   (I)                   $55.10                                             (C) 
Tier 2.6 (801-900GPD)                   $283.53   (I)                   $60.32                                             (C) 
Tier 2.7 (901-1,000GPD)                $308.03   (I)                   $65.54                                             (C) 
Tier 3.1 (1,001-2,000GPD)             $501.38   (I)                   $107.18                                           (C) 
Tier 3.2 (2,001-3,000GPD)             $694.73   (I)                   $148.82                                           (C) 
Tier 3.3 (3,001-4,000GPD)             $888.08   (I)                   $190.46                                           (C)
Each additional tier                       +$193.35   (I)                  +$41.64                                           (C) 

 
Additional surcharges will apply when customers exceed their expected design flows. 
For any month that a customer’s water meter reading exceeds the expected design flow, the 
following surcharges will apply: 
 
  Excess water usage     Surcharge 
1 gallon to 1,000 gallons above expected design flow     $210.00 
1,001 gallons to 2,000 gallons above expected design flow                $220.00 
Over 2,000 gallons above expected design flow            $220.00/1000 gallons 
 
If the water meter readings exceed the design flow for any three consecutive months, the monthly 
charge will be revised to reflect the increased usage and any capital costs associated with increasing 
the capacity of the system will be paid by the customer. 

                                                                                                                                               (D) 
Fees: Nonpayment – 5% Reconnection - $50 (I) City of Coopertown 

 Disconnection - $40 (I) Returned Check - $25  (I) Franchise Fees:  3%  
 
___**Bonding Amount of .38 is included in the Total ***Escrow amount is included in the Total       
Issued:  May 19, 2009  Effective:  May 19, 2009 
Issued By: Charles Pickney, Jr. 

Vice-President 
 



Tennessee Wastewater Systems, Inc.  T.R.A. No. 1
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First Revised Page 3
WASTEWATER UTILITY SERVICE 

 
 

                                        COMMERCIAL RATES SHEET                                 
 

Overnight Rental Units 
 

The monthly sewer charge per customer is based on the monthly average daily flow monitored from the unit being 
served.  A minimum of $69.15 per month will be charged for up to the first 300 gallons per day of average daily flow. (I) 
For each additional 100 gallons per day of average daily flow, up to a total of 1,000 gallons per day, an additional charge 
of $15.00 per month per 100 gallons will be levied.  For avg daily flows over 1,000 gallons per day, an additional 
monthly charge of $157.95 per 1,000 gallons of avg daily flow will apply. 
 OVERNIGHT RENTAL UNITS**                                 ESCROW***         

Tier 1 (0-300GPD)                          $69.53   (I)                           $15.95                                          (C)
Tier 2.1 (301-400GPD)                   $84.53   (I)                           $19.49                                          (C)
Tier 2.2 (401-500GPD)                   $99.53   (I)                           $23.02                                          (C)
Tier 2.3 (501-600GPD)                   $114.53   (I)                         $26.56                                          (C)
Tier 2.4 (601-700GPD)                   $129.53   (I)                         $30.10                                          (C)
Tier 2.5 (701-800GPD)                   $144.53   (I)                         $33.63                                          (C)
Tier 2.6 (801-900GPD)                   $159.53   (I)                         $37.17                                          (C)
Tier 2.7 (901-1,000GPD)                $174.53   (I)                         $40.71                                          (C)
Tier 3.1 (1,001-2,000GPD)             $332.48   (I)                         $77.95                                          (C)
Each additional tier                       +$157.95   (I)                       +$37.24                                          (C)
Each customer will be billed the minimum monthly charge unless TWS determines that the customer’s 

measured usage exceeds an average of 300 gallons per day over a thirty day period.  Unless otherwise stated in this tariff, 
measured usage will be based on a customer’s actual or estimated usage, averaged over a thirty-day period. 

Actual usage may be measured in any of the following ways: 
a. Effluent flow meter. 
b. STEP pump.  Usage will be measured by multiplying the period of elapsed pumping time shown on the 

pump times the capacity of the pump. 
c. In the absence of an effluent flow meter or a STEP pump, usage will be assumed to be equal to the 

customer’s usage of potable water as shown on the customer’s potable water meter. 
If a customer is charged in excess of the minimum monthly fee, TWS will measure the customer’s actual usage at least 
once every ninety days using one of the methods described above and display on the customer’s statement the usage and 
measurement method used.  In any month in which TWS does not measure the company’s actual usage, the customer’s 
monthly bill will be based on the customer’s estimated monthly usage.  No less than once every ninety days TWS will 
bill (or credit) the customer for any differences between an estimated bill and actual measured usage.  
 

If a customer's usage exceeds the average daily design flow for three consecutive months, the customer may be required 
to pay any capital costs associated with increasing the capacity of that portion of the system designed and dedicated to 
serve that customer.  For purposes of this section, TWS must measure actual usage for three consecutive months using 
one of the methods described above. 
 

If TWS determines that a customer’s usage meets the criteria described above, TWS will notify the customer in writing 
of any proposed construction work, the reasons for the work, and the estimated cost to the customer.  The notice will also 
state that if the customer believes that his usage does not meet the criteria described above or that the charge to the 
customer is unjust and unreasonable, the customer may file a written complaint with the Tennessee Regulatory 
Authority, located at 460 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, TN, 37243.  Unless the TRA orders otherwise, the filing 
of a complaint will not delay the proposed construction work but may initiate a proceeding in which the TRA will 
determine whether, under the terms of this tariff, the customer is responsible for the cost of the construction work. 
Fees: Nonpayment – 5% Reconnection - $50 (I) Disconnection - $40 (I) Returned Check - $25  (I) 
    *Moved from Section 6 Page 3 
___**Bonding Amount of .38 is included in the Total    ***Escrow amount is included in the Total____    ________________       
Issued:  May 19, 2009  Effective:  May 19, 2009 
Issued By: Charles Pickney, Jr. 

Vice-President 
 



Exhibit “A”












































