
BEFORE THE TENNESSEE REGULATORY AUTHORITY 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

January 19,2006 

IN RE: 

APPLICATION O F  SPRINT NEXTEL CORPORATION FOR 
APPROVAL O F  THE TRANSFER OF CONTROL OF 
UNITED TELEPHONE-SOUTHEAST, INC.; SPRINT LONG 
DISTANCE, INC.; AND SPRINT PAYPHONE SERVICES, 
INC. FROM SPRINT NEXTEL CORPORATION TO LTD 
HOLDING COMPANY 

) 
1 
) DOCKET NO. 
) '05-00240 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER ACCEPTING AGREEMENT OF THE PARTIES TO WAIVE A LIVE 
HEARING, TO ESTABLI'SH THE EVIDENTIARY RECORD 

AND TO ESTABLISH A BRIEFING SCHEDLILE I 

This matter 1s bcforc the Hearlng Officer upon the jolnt agreement anq request of Sprint 

Ncxtel Corporation ("Sprint Nextel") and the Communications Workers of America, AFL-CIO 

("CWA") (together, the "parties") to walve the live heanng scheduled to begin on January 24, 

2006, establish an evidentiary record In this docket, establish a briefing schedulc and set a date 

for deliberations by the directors. 

BACKGKOUNU 

On A u g ~ s t  34, 2005. Spnnt Nextcl filed the Applrcarlon ?/,Sprint ~r .rrc1 Corpornlionjbr 

Approvnl of 7innsfir. of'Cot1tro1 ("Applica~ion"). According to the Applicnlion, Spnnt Nextel is 

seeking the approval of the Tennessee Regulatory Authority (thc "Authority" or "TRA") for the 

transfer of control of United Tclephone-Southcast, Inc.. Sprint Long Distance, Inc., ancl Sprint 

Payphone Services, Inc. from Sprint Ncxtcl to LTD Holding Company. On September 29.2005, 



the Co~nmunications Workers of America, AFL-CIO ("CWA") tiled thc Pclilion r?f' [he 

At a regularly scheduled Author~ty Conference hcld on November 7, 2005, the panel of 

directors assigned to t h ~ s  docket voted unan~mously to grant thc Pelition of tlrc Conrrnz~rzrcatrons 

Ct70rkcrs qf'rinrericn, AFL-CIO Jor IAenve to Intct-venc and to appolnt Gc~lcral Counsel or h ~ s  

designcc to serve as Hearing Officer for the purpose of hearing prel~m~nary ;mattersl settlng a 

procedural schedule to completion and preparing the matter for a hearing bcfore the panel. 

On Novembcr 7, 2005. a procedural schedule was cstablished.' On January 17> 7006, an 

Order /lrnei~ding Proccd~~rul S C I I E ~ I I I ~  and a ,Vo/icc q f ' H ~ ~ r / n g  nrrd Prc-H&arirrg Confbrence 

wcrc issued. A pre-hearing conference was set for January 18, 2006 and the Hearing on the 

ments before the panel' assigned to the docket was scheduled to begin on Januiry 24,2006. 

January 18,2006 Pre-Hearing Conference 

Counsel for thc parties part~c~pated at the prc-hearing coni'erencc and presented the~r 

agreement and request for a "paper heanng," waiving a live hearlng oh the ~nents and 

estabhsh~ng an evidentiary record In this docket. Thc part~es also requcsted a schedule be 

cstablished for briefs from the parties and deliberations by the pancl on the merlts of the 

Applico/zot~. Thc agreement was presented in writing and orally at the pre-hearing confcrcncc. 

and was filcd by thc partics on January 18. 2006. 

Specifically, the partles confirmed on the rccord the~r ageanent to wa~ve a live heanng 

on the merits and to waive cross-examination of witnesses The partiis requested that 

si~llultancous br~cfs bc tilcd on January 31, 2006. Thc parties agreed to waive oral argument 

bcforc thc panel. The part~es requested that the panel dellberate the lnents of the Applicatior~ on 

' Sce Order E.s:vtcrhhshmng Proccdurcrl Schc?dtllc (Novcmbcr 29, 2005) 
4 s  a result of thc rcs~gnat~on of Dlreclor Deborah Taylor Tate. Chalrnman Ron Jones reiss~gned the panel on 

January 12.3006 to Chairman Joncs. Dlrector Pat M~l l r r  and Dlrector Sara Kyle 



March 6, 2006 during the scheduled Authority Confcrence. The parties stipulated that the 

cvidentiary rccord would include all pre-filed tcstimony (except as noted below): all TRA staff 

data requests and responses: and all discovery rcquests and responses. 

The parties also stipulated that certain parts of Ms. Debbie Goldman's pre-filed 

tcstimony, filed on December 9,1005. would bc stncken and not lncludcd In tlie rccord: at pagc 

3, line I0 (confidentlal version): page I6  bcglnnlng at llnc 12 through page 18 ending at I~ne  9 

(confidential verslon); page 23 llnes 14-1 6 (confidential verslon); page 3 llne I0 (publlc vcrsion): 

page 15 beg~nning at l ~ n e  10 through page 17 ending at llne 16 (publ~c version); and page 33 

lines 22-24 (publlc version). The parties hrthcr stipulated that Ms. Goldman's pre-filed direct 

test~mony should be amended as follows: 

( 1 )  By Inserting the word "possible" between the words "by" and "conditions" in 

line 5, page I ?  (confidentlal vcrsion) and In line 5, page 12 (public vcrsion); 

(2) By inserting the word "possible" between thc words "These" and 

"restnct~ons" in line 6, pagc 12 (confidential version) and 1n hne 6, page 12 

(publlc vcrsion); 

(3) By inserting the word "possible" betwccn thc words "lts" and "restrictions" In 

line 20, page 12 (confidential version) and In hne 10. pagc 11 (public version); 

and 

(4) By inserting the word "possible" behvccn the words "accompanying" and 

"restrictions" in line 15. page 15 (confidentlal verslon) and :in line 3, pagc 15 

(public verslon). 

Following the presentation of the agrccmcnt of the partles as noted above, the Hearing 

Officer grantcd thc parties requests, wlth the exception of the request to set! the merits of the 



Application for dellberations on March 6, 2006. Thc Hcanng Officer d ~ d  agree to note thc 

parties' request for deliberat~ons on March 6, 2006 to the panel for consideration, which is being 

accomplishcd through this ordcr. 

The partles reported that they had been unable to reach agreement regarding the wording 

of one of three Issues on an issues list. The parties agreed to submlt separate lists no later than 

January 19, 2006. The Heanng Officer agreed to review the separate lists to determine how to 

rcsolve the Impasse. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT: 

I .  The partles' walvcr of the Hearing on the tnerits IS acccptcd and thc Heanng 

scheduled for Tuesday, January 24.2006 1s cancelled. 

2. All pre-filed test~mony, including Ms. Goldman's pre-filed direct tcstimony wlth 

the changes indicated above, all TRA staff data requests and responses, and all discovery 

requests and responses are entcrcd into the evidcntiary record of t h ~ s  dockct. 

3. The partles shall file separate Issues lists no later than January 19, 2006. 

4. The parties shall file bricfs no later than 2:00 p.m. on January 3 1 ,  2006. 

5. A date for dcllberatlon of the ments of thls docket by the voting panel will be set 

by separate notice or order. 

4 s  Heanng Officer 


